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(57) ABSTRACT

There is provided a drum brake type electric parking brake
apparatus includes an electric actuator unit, a backing plate
and a knuckle. The electric actuator unit includes an electric
motor and a decelerator, and expands a gap between one end
portions of the brake shoes based on activation of the electric
motor. The electric actuator unit is separately provided from
the backing plate. The electric actuator unit is arranged at an
inner-side surface of the knuckle, and the backing plate is
arranged at an outer-side surface of the knuckle. The backing
plate and the electric actuator unit are supported and fixed to
the knuckle.

4 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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1
DRUM BRAKE TYPE ELECTRIC PARKING
BRAKE APPARATUS

BACKGROUND

The invention is related to a drum brake type electric
parking brake apparatus that expands a gap between a pair
of brake shoes to generate a braking force by an electric
motor. Specifically, the invention is related to a drum brake
type electric parking brake apparatus capable of realizing a
structure that can suppress the number of parts thereof,
thereby reducing the cost of the apparatus.

In addition, the drum brake type electric parking brake
apparatus that is the subject of the invention includes not
only a structure in which a drum brake is used for both a
service brake for decelerating or stopping a vehicle from a
traveling state and a parking brake for keeping a stopped
state but also a drum-in disc brake in which a disc brake is
used for the service brake and only a drum brake is used for
the parking brake.

A parking brake apparatus that keeps a vehicle at a
stopped state without pressing a brake pedal is embedded in
a drum brake. Also, a parking brake operation is also
mechanically (non-hydraulically) performed through a
force-multiplication mechanism such as link mechanism in
which an electric motor is used as a drive source (for
example, Patent Documents 1 and 2), which is implemented
in some vehicles. For example, Patent Document 1 discloses
a structure in which a hydraulic disc brake is used as a
service brake and a mechanical drum brake having an
electric motor as a drive source is used as a parking brake.

The drum brake type electric parking brake apparatus
disclosed in Patent Documents 1 and 2 expands a gap of a
pair of brake shoes, which is supported to an outer-side
surface of a backing plate so that the backing plate can be
displaced in a radial direction, by an electric actuator unit.
The electric actuator unit is configured by a combination of
an electric motor and a decelerator and expands a gap
between one end portions of both brake shoes in a circum-
ferential direction by a force-multiplication mechanism such
as link mechanism, based on activation of the electric motor.

In the drum brake type electric parking brake apparatus
that has been conventionally known, including the structures
disclosed in Patent Documents 1 and 2, the electric actuator
unit is supported and fixed to the backing plate. The backing
plate is coupled and fixed to a knuckle consisting of a
suspension with the electric actuator unit being fixed. There-
fore, regarding the knuckle, a knuckle having a shape
capable of preventing an interference with the electric
actuator unit and coupling and fixing the backing plate
should be used. Since the knuckle having the shape is special
and a dedicated member should be thus newly made, the cost
is inevitably increased regarding the mounting of the drum
brake type electric parking brake apparatus.

In addition Patent Document 3 also discloses a structure
that relates to the implementation of the invention, in
addition to Patent Documents 1 and 2.

[Patent Document 1] JP-A-2001-504417

[Patent Document 2] JP-A-2011-099458

[Patent Document 3] JP-A-10-325429

SUMMARY

It is therefore one advantageous aspect of the present
invention to provide a drum brake type electric brake
apparatus having a structure capable of being mounted to a
vehicle with suppressing a cost for manufacturing a knuckle.
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2

According to one aspect of the invention, there is pro-
vided a drum brake type electric parking brake apparatus
comprising:

a knuckle, configured to perform as a suspension of a
vehicle;

a backing plate, supported and fixed to the knuckle;

a pair of brake shoes, supported to an outer-side surface
of the backing plate, and configured to be displaced in a
direction in which the brake shoes are separated from each
other;

a drum, provided to surround the brake shoes, and con-
figured to rotate together with a wheel;

an anchor, fixed between one end portions of the brake
shoes in a circumferential direction of the drum at a part of
the outer-side surface of the backing plate, and configured to
receive a brake torque applied to the brake shoes due to a
friction between linings of the brake shoes and an inner
circumferential surface of the drum; and

an electric actuator unit, including an electric motor and
a decelerator, and configured to expand a gap between the
one end portions of the brake shoes based on activation of
the electric motor, wherein

the electric actuator unit is separately provided from the
backing plate,

the electric actuator unit is arranged at an inner-side
surface of the knuckle and the backing plate is arranged at
an outer-side surface of the knuckle, and

the backing plate and the electric actuator unit are sup-
ported and fixed to the knuckle.

The drum brake type electric parking brake apparatus may
be configured such that: the anchor, the backing plate, the
electric actuator unit and the knuckle are formed with
respective first through holes; and a bolt is inserted through
the first through holes to fix the anchor, the backing plate and
the electric actuator unit to the knuckle.

The drum brake type electric parking brake apparatus may
be configured such that: the backing plate and the knuckle
are formed with respective second through holes; and an
output member which is inserted through the second through
hole connects an output part of the electric actuator unit to
an input part of an expansion and contraction mechanism
configured to expand and contract the gap between the one
end portions of the brake shoes.

The drum brake type electric parking brake apparatus may
be configured such that: one of the first through hole is a
screwed hole having a female screw; and the bolt is screwed
with the female screw to fix the anchor, the backing plate
and the electric actuator unit to the knuckle.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing an embodiment of
the invention, which is seen from an outer-side and from a
radially outside, with a drum being omitted.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing the embodiment,
which is seen from an inner-side and from a radially outside,
with the drum being omitted.

FIG. 3 is an orthographic view showing the embodiment,
which is seen from the inner-side, with the drum being
omitted.

FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken along a line A-A of FIG.
3.

FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along a line B-B of FIG.
3.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view, which is seen from the same
direction as FIG. 2, with a knuckle and an electric actuator
unit being omitted.
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FIG. 7 is an orthographic view, which is seen from an
outer-side, with the knuckle and the electric actuator unit
being omitted.

FIG. 8 is an orthographic view, which is seen from an
inner-side, with the knuckle and the electric actuator unit
being omitted.

FIG. 9 is a perspective view showing the electric actuator
unit, which is seen from the outer-side.

FIG. 10 is a perspective view showing the electric actua-
tor unit, which is seen from the inner-side.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLIFIED
EMBODIMENTS

FIGS. 1 to 10 show an example of an embodiment of the
invention. In this embodiment, a case is shown in which the
invention is applied to a drum-in disc brake. A drum brake
type electric parking brake apparatus of this embodiment has
a knuckle 1, a backing plate 2, a pair of brake shoes 3, 3, a
drum (not shown), an anchor 4 and an electric actuator unit
5.

The knuckle 1 consists of a suspension of a vehicle and
has a frame part 6 having a frame shape. A wheel is rotatably
supported to an outer-side surface of the frame part 6 by a
hub unit (not shown). The hub unit may be a double row
rolling bearing unit for wheel support. The hub unit couples
and fixes a fixed flange, which is fixed on an outer circum-
ferential surface of an outer ring that is a non-rotating ring,
to the frame part 6 by a bolt and couples a wheel and the
drum (not shown) to a rotating flange that is provided to a
part of an outer circumferential surface of a hub (inner ring)
that is a rotating ring, the part protruding from the outer ring
to an outer side in an axial direction. Since the structure and
operation of the members that rotatably support the wheel
and the drum to the frame part 6 of the knuckle 1 are
disclosed in many publications such as Patent Document 3
and are well known, they are not shown and the detailed
descriptions thereof are omitted. Meanwhile, in the draw-
ings, a knuckle arm is not shown and only the frame part 6
having a frame shape for supporting a wheel is shown so as
to easily understand the characteristic features of the inven-
tion.

The backing plate 2 is formed to have a substantially
circular shape, a part of which being chipped near an outer
peripheral edge thereof. The backing plate 2 has a bent part
at the outer peripheral edge and a step part at a predeter-
mined part. The backing plate 2 is formed by pressing a
metal plate having sufficient strength and rigidity such as
steel plate. Thereby the bending rigidity of the backing plate
2 is improved. In addition, a cut part 7 formed at a part near
the outer peripheral edge is formed so that a support or
caliper consisting of a disc brake that is a service brake is
arranged. Also, through holes 8a, 86 are formed in the
backing plate 2, a part near an inner peripheral edge of the
frame part 6 of the knuckle 1 and the fixed flange, at a
plurality of positions (four positions, in the drawings). The
respective positions of each of the backing plate 2, the frame
part 6 and the fixed flange are matched each other in a
circumferential direction of the wheel. The backing plate 2,
the frame part 6 and the fixed flange are coupled and fixed
each other by screwing and tightening bolts and nuts (not
shown) inserted into the respective through holes 8a, 84. In
addition, instead of the tightening bolts and the nuts, through
holes 8a, 86 of one of the backing plate 2, the frame part 6
and the fixed flange may be screwed to form a female screw
so that the tightening bolts are screwed therewith.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

Also, each of the brake shoes 3, 3 includes a web 9 (a base
member) having a substantially crescent shape, a back plate
10 fixed along an outer peripheral edge of the base member
9 and a lining 11 fixed on an outer peripheral surface of the
back plate 10. The brake shoes 3, 3 are supported to an
outer-side surface of the backing plate 2 so that the backing
plate 2 is radially displaced. In this embodiment, a duo servo
type is used as the drum brake consisting of the parking
brake apparatus. Therefore, one end portions (lower end
surfaces in FIG. 7) of the base members 9, 9 of the brake
shoes 3, 3 in the circumferential direction are contacted
(anchor-side upon braking and upon non-braking) to or
arranged to closely face (opposite anchor-side upon the
braking) both circumferential end portions (left and right
end faces in FIG. 7) of the anchor 4 fixed on the outer-side
surface of the backing plate 2. Also, the other end portions
(upper circumferential end surfaces in FIG. 7) of the base
members 9, 9 of the brake shoes 3, 3 in the circumferential
direction are brought into contact with both axial end faces
of a floating anchor 12 in an axial direction of the floating
anchor 12. Also, return springs 13a, 136 are provided
between the base members 9, 9, of the brake shoes 3, 3,
thereby applying an elastic force to the brake shoes 3, 3 in
a radially inner direction (braking release direction).

The drum is provided to surround the brake shoes 3, 3
with being coupled and fixed to the rotating flange of the hub
unit and rotates with the wheel. Since the structure of this
embodiment is a drum-in disc brake, a drum in which a disc
is integrally provided on the outer periphery of the drum is
used. A pair of pads, which is supported to the support or
caliper arranged in the cut part 7 of the backing plate 2, is
arranged to interpose the disc therebetween from both sides
in the axial direction. When the service brake operates, the
disc is strongly held at both sides by both the pads.

Also, the anchor 4 is fixed by two bolts 14, 14 and nuts
15, 15 between the one end portions of the brake shoes 3, 3
at a part of the outer-side surface of the backing plate 2. In
this embodiment, the anchor 4, the backing plate 2 and the
frame part 6 of the knuckle 1 are coupled and fixed by the
bolts 14, 14 and the nuts 15, 15 and the electric actuator unit
5 is also coupled and fixed to the frame 6 by the bolts 14, 14
and the nuts 15, 15. That is, according to this embodiment,
unlike the conventional structure disclosed in Patent Docu-
ment 1, the electric actuator unit 5 is not directly fixed to the
backing plate 2. The electric actuator unit 5 and the backing
plate 2 are independently formed, and are coupled and fixed
by the bolts 14, 14 and nuts 15, 15 with the frame 6 being
interposed therebetween.

Through holes 16a, 165, 16¢ are formed in the backing
plate 2, the frame part 6 and the anchor 4, at a plurality of
positions. Further, through holes 164, 164 are formed in the
attachment flange 18 of a unit case 17 of the electric actuator
unit 5 at positions corresponding to the positions of the
through holes 164, 165, 16c. The respective positions of
each of the backing plate 2, the frame part 6 and the anchor
4 are matched each other. The anchor 4 is supported and
fixed to the frame part 6 through the backing plate 2 by the
bolts 14, 14 and nuts 15, 15, thereby brake torque applied to
the brake shoes 3, 3 due to friction between the linings 11,
11 of the brake shoes 3, 3 and an inner circumferential
surface of the drum is received. In addition, the attachment
flange 18 or anchor 4 may be formed with screw holes to
thus omit the nuts 15, 15.

Also, as shown in FIG. 4, the electric actuator unit 5
includes an electric motor 19 and a gear-type decelerator 20.
The electric actuator unit has a function of tensioning an
output member 21, based on activation of the electric motor
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19, and thus expanding the gap between the one end portions
of the brake shoes 3, 3. The output member 21 has the
sufficient strength and rigidity against the force in the
tensioning direction and may have high bending rigidity
such as rod or may have flexibility such as cable.

A link-type expansion mechanism 22 is provided between
the one circumferential end portions of the brake shoes 3, 3
s0 as to expand the gap between the one end portions of the
brake shoes 3, 3 as the electric actuator unit 5 tensions the
output member 21 upon the operation of the parking brake.
The expansion mechanism 22 has a structure that has been
generally implemented in a technical field of the parking
brake apparatus of the drum brake and includes a pair of link
arms 23a, 2354 that is rotatably coupled by a pivot shaft 24.
Also, the one ends of the brake shoes 3, 3 are contacted to
engaging recess portions 25a, 25a, which are formed at base
end edges (opposite end edges) of the link arms 23a, 235,
and parts adjacent to the engaging recess portions 25a, 255
are contacted to end faces of head parts 26, 26 of the bolts
14, 14. Also, a tip of the output member 21 is coupled to a
tip of one link arm 23a (left link arm in FIG. 5) through a
coupling shaft 27. Also, second through holes 284, 285, 28¢
are respectively formed in the anchor 4, the backing plate 2
and the knuckle 2 at a position where the anchor 4, the
backing plate 2 and the knuckle 2 are matched each other.
The output member 21 is inserted into the second through
holes 28a, 285, 28¢. In addition, when forming a screw hole
in the anchor 4, parts of the link arms 234, 235 are contacted
to parts deviating from the screw hole in the anchor 4.

According to the drum brake type electric parking brake
apparatus as described above, it is possible to use the
conventional knuckle 1, as it is or almost as it is, which has
a drum brake having a mechanical type parking brake
apparatus and which has been implemented heretofore. That
is, since the electric actuator unit 5 is separately configured
from the backing plate 2 and the knuckle 1 is interposed
between the electric actuator unit 5 and the backing plate 2,
it is not necessary to form a hole in the knuckle 1, which is
large enough to accommodate therein the electric actuator
unit 5 (i.e., through which the electric actuator unit can be
inserted). Regarding the hole that should be formed in the
knuckle 1 so as to configure the drum brake type electric
parking brake apparatus, it is only necessary to form the
second through hole 28¢ for inserting the output member 21
therethrough. When the expansion mechanism of the non-
electric parking brake apparatus, which has been originally
provided, has the same structure as the expansion mecha-
nism 22, since the second through hole 28¢ is originally
formed in the knuckle 1, it is possible to use the knuckle, as
it is. Hence, it is possible to use the conventional structure,
as it is. Even if the structures of the expansion mechanisms
are different and thus the second through hole 28¢ is not
originally formed in the knuckle 1, it is only necessary to
form the second through hole 28¢. Accordingly, even in this
case, it is possible to implement the drum brake type electric
parking brake apparatus without largely changing the con-
ventional structure and without using a special part for using
the conventional structure. As a result, it is possible to
reduce the cost of the drum brake type electric parking brake
apparatus.

The invention is not limited to the drum-in disc brake as
shown and can be also implemented with a structure in
which both the service brake and the parking brake are
configured by the drum brake. Also, the structure of the
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drum brake is not limited to limited to the duo servo type as
shown and the other structure such as leading trailing type
and two leading type may be also adopted.

What is claimed is:

1. A drum brake electric parking brake apparatus com-

prising:

a knuckle, configured to perform as a suspension of a
vehicle, formed with a concave portion at an inner-side
surface thereof;

a backing plate, supported and fixed to the knuckle;

a pair of brake shoes, supported to an outer-side surface
of the backing plate, and configured to be displaced in
a direction in which the brake shoes are separated from
each other;

a drum, provided to surround the brake shoes, and con-
figured to rotate together with a wheel that is rotatably
supported to an outer-side surface of the knuckle;

an anchor, fixed between one end portions of the brake
shoes in a circumferential direction of the drum at a part
of the outer-side surface of the backing plate, and
configured to receive a brake torque applied to the
brake shoes due to a friction between linings of the
brake shoes and an inner circumferential surface of the
drum; and

an electric actuator unit, including an electric motor and
a decelerator, and configured to expand a gap between
the one end portions of the brake shoes based on
activation of the electric motor, wherein

the electric actuator unit is supported and fixed to the
inner-side surface of the knuckle and the knuckle is
entirely arranged at an inner-side surface of the backing
plate such that the electric actuator unit is not directly
fixed to the backing plate,

the backing plate and the knuckle are formed with respec-
tive first through holes through which a fixing member
is inserted to fix the backing plate to the knuckle, and

the first through holes are disposed at a bottom surface of
the concave portion.

2. The drum brake electric parking brake apparatus

according to claim 1, wherein

the anchor, the backing plate, the electric actuator unit and
the knuckle are formed with respective second through
holes, and

a bolt is inserted through the second through holes to fix
the anchor, the backing plate and the electric actuator
unit to the knuckle.

3. The drum brake electric parking brake apparatus

according to claim 2, wherein

the backing plate and the knuckle are formed with respec-
tive third through holes, and

an output member which is inserted through the third
through hole connects an output part of the electric
actuator unit to an input part of an expansion and
contraction mechanism configured to expand and con-
tract the gap between the one end portions of the brake
shoes.

4. The drum brake electric parking brake apparatus

according to claim 2, wherein

one of the second through holes is a screwed hole having
a female screw, and

the bolt is screwed with the female screw to fix the anchor,
the backing plate and the electric actuator unit to the
knuckle.



